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Report of Bribe
To Thurmond
Bemg Probed

JACK ANDERSON

“"Ifhehadknown

' ARTICLE APPZ &ARED THE WASHINGTON POST

2 February 1983

-officials brought up the allegation of -_an-

‘a”Thurmond bribe;" and “indicated

that things might go easier-on Wil- -

sonlfheagmdtotatnfym-mcha

S ———— A o s

t.bat
wasthehmeforhlmtowrxt,”

.. The’ Justice Department i8-con= ‘aoume P"m“d out.. Bllt»Wﬂson

ductxng an extremely sensitive inves- -

- tigation of Sen. Strom ‘Thurmond -
.«R-S.C)), the chairman of theSemtg
" Judiciary Committee 24 =+ ¢~
The investigation centers on state-
ments by a man who claims he saw
Thurmond accept at least -$20,000
handed over by a middleman acting
for renegade CIA agent and con-

vncted arms smuggler Edwm P le-."’”

m \'

" In'a persond' meetmg “with me,
. the senator vehemently denied the
~ allegation. -~ &F B,

He acknowledged that he lmew
the purported middleman.

‘But he said no bribe_offer. was

even 80 much as discussed.

. Wilson also denied through his"
lawyerthatheeverbnbedanymem :

ber of Congress C
He is now:in federal cusbody
He was brought to trial and con«
" victed -on charges of conspiring to
ship 20 tons of plast:c explosxves to
 Libya. :
In fact, a sovirce close to Wllson
said that during the ex-CIA agent’s
_ Plea bargaining Justice Department

' *-gtuck to his denial " * 7%
"”"‘Iﬁrstlenmedeeptamha:, 1981,

i’.hatJmﬁeeuloahngmhaldnt-
..ed" allegation that-one ‘man had of-
fered Thurmond’s services—for a
‘price—to Frank Terp
associate who is still a:
honhmgedontes-

That investiga
timony of Kevin Mulcahy, a govern-

ment witness who died last October. -

Before he died, Mulcahy told my
associate Dale Van Atta thathehad
beenmththemddlemanandTerpil

.in 1976 when the possibility of a

bn’be to Thurmond was ducmaed.

The purpose of the
Mulcahy said, was to
way to get Libyan dictator Muam-
mar Qaddafi the eight: C130 trans-
port,planes Libya bad purchased. .

They were embargoed - by the
State Department because .of *the
dictator's support of mtemahonal
terrorists.

Terpil had been offaed a 81 mil-
hon commmon for each plane de-

Ve ¥

Mulcahy said the middleman sug

gested getting Thurmond’s help at

which Terpil offered the man a com-

mission of $250,000 per plane—and

il,a Wnaon--
" ternational Inc’...

ﬁgureouta?

equal sum-for the.—nenamrdhe
m o oy -QJ—..-..

~ When we asked about theae
__charges in Septembes: 1981, “the

~-middleman - denied tahng part- m
an%;euchdmmu, . .

mndxdecbdhhdgethth

bnd"beenlppmtcbﬂ!wm

* ~three ar four differsnt- an

%hoseCl30a.’ 5 viadgr® 5 Cum v

In the mrelmd,,uwum
tmdermveshmm, the new witnes,
muwmmtament,lmamddb-
man “would regularly “come “‘&h
[Aﬂmzton,Vn.]ofﬁeaagDehxh-
. Wilm-

" .

 sponsored company.”
.He has told p
* that on at least two occasions this
middiéman took $10,000 cash in'an
_envelope to a meeting with m
P
The witness added thathedxl-mt
know whatﬂ;epaymentwmfor,*‘..
“This ® tm,ddlemn‘tgﬂ
Van Atta hedgs a social, but not a
i acquaintancé of Wilson, 4
But a letter he. wrotd, it Aiig: 2
to the Judiciary C " mittee’s . Hiied
investigator suggests- o' vioser rela-

 tionship to Wilson than'he'admitted.

.In the letter, which > Thurmond
'lmmedmtelymmedmﬁ-'ﬁlé'm
the middleman wrote of Wilson-% -

1 consider him a-friend - ﬁntl
haveknownforabwtlﬁ gy
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